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SUNSATION

32 Innovator / Twin HP500EFIs

When Sunsation calls their new 32-footer “Innovator,” they aren’t kidding
around. This open-water machine redefines the concept of unigue.

oT BoaT's encounters
with top-of-the-line
open-waler power
boats are relatively common
Far more fare is the boat test
thatl leaves the dnver com
menting: “l have never seen
anything like this bafore
With it= new 32-foot Inno-
vator, Michigan-based Sunsa-
hion Powerboats has created
animpressive offshore
machine that it hopes will make
customers say exactly those
words, followed by, “And | must
hava one.” A highly respected
builder of rough-water perior-
mance boats, Sunsation has
gained notoriety through a
combination of excellent
reviews, top-heavy production
hours and growing industry
awareness, With each pass-
ing year, it has sharpened its
focus of its premium-calibar
Hng of open-water powerboals
Owned and ovarsean by the
Schaldenbrands. a talenled
band of hnating brothars, Sun-

sation has kept its standards
high with models like the 288
Intimidator, 32-foot Dominator
and the new 32-fool Innova-
lor, which features a truly inng-
vahve dash panel: divided into
iwo halves like doors on an
electric engine hatch, the dash
actually opens up electrically
to allow easy entrance into the
cuddy. Nobody in the industry
has anything remotely like this
unigque split-dash system, con-
ceived by Mike McLeod and
execuled by Sunsation in-
house engineer Dave Mariarty,
who did all of the hard home-
work, from hinges and relays to
the actual dash tunctions and
mechanical operation

“Qur race team wanted 10
sit side by side at an angle to
be down low into the boat,”
explains Sunsation owner
Wayne Schaldenbrand.
“50 we put everybody
together in the
boat, pushed
the ceats

togather, cul the cabin out. put
electric footrests and electric
bolsters in snugly, side by side
We placed the shifters in the
center wilh o consale, and we
dialed tha boat in." The new
gesign includes tha liffing dash
doors, which will be incorpo
rated info the pleasure varsion of
this race boat. While one switch
may be pressed to flip open
bath doors simullaneously dock
side, another will allow the port
side dash 1o if up separately
while the boat is undemnway
(enen at speeds of up to

40-50 mph in rela

lively calm

waler)

Sunsation's new concapt for
its dash also includes small mir
rors that allow the driver to keep
tabs on the traffic or the pas-
sengers behind him. AN dash
panels are 1/8-inch aluminum
powdercoated and are held in
with 3M Dual Lock. They are all
flush with the
fiberglass »







and are
removable from
bahind—no more

screws o hold the pan
els im; just push on them
and they'll pop out
But the dash isn't the only

feature imended to ntimidate
the competition. This 32-footer
is the result of nearly three
years worth of research and
development, and all of the
tooling. maold construchon. f&ao-
ACANOn and rgong wers dome
by Sunsation. Our test boat
was the third boat produced
and the firs! one available for
consumer purchase. The first
version leaturaed a Dominator
hull underneath: the second
was a prolotype that Sunsa-
bon gave a whoopin' to all year
on the water as the boat was
tested and pushed to the limit
The boat tested here s num-
ber three, a Michael Peters
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design

Even s0

Sunsation

plans to con-

tinue testing and

I'IIi_i!_-"‘,;i.':I,{_ZIII'IIZ_] Vanous

elements of the hull

and ride, from the bol-

tom and strakes 1o vanous

props. The first Innovators,

ineluding our test hoat, wara

buill to compete in F;lr;lurg,.' I

offshore racing, o they're pow-

ered by HP500EFIs (for the

consumer version, the base

enging will be a 496 Mag).
Virtually everything on the

Innovator runs through a central
computer; touch a bution, and
the blower comes on; fouch
another, and the lights

will dim. The side-by-
side sealing
controls in between

the: driver and nay-
igatar, make the

Innovator an

ideal poker

run rocket

The dri

with

ver has all

of the ovemoe

controls right at

his fingertips. All tabs

and drives are on the

shifter, meaning you never

have o move :,--;u.u hiarsds
The layout of the cockpit

allows room for three passen-

gers in the backseat and two

up front, additionally, two more

passengers may nde stand-

ing up behind the driver and

navigator, {Sunsalion has done

a great job with grab rails,

which provide extra security

for the folks in the back of the

boat during rough-water
rides—we always like o see
those on the fast boats.)
McCleod has done an out
standing job on the Innovator's
imanor. Perhaps taking a cue
from Formula, footrests are now
electrically operated to change
adjust and return to the onginal
position as desired and even
swing out of the way com
pletely—a savvy use of tech
nology. Other amenities aboard
the boat are impressive almaost
to the point of astenishing
There's air conditioning
microwave, enclosed head
electric bolsters, full cabin
lounge seats, vee-barth, fiber
glass walkway and much
more. Even with the extra
weight of all the exiras and
acdd-ons, the boat can un
very close to 88 mph
Ancther cool Inno
vation from Sunsa-
fion is a new
enginea hatech
designed by
the race
team, which
Allowws Al

to enter

through a

vent, “Tha hard

air comes in, swirls

around and drves i right

into the flame arreslors so
the motor is running cool air,”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 110
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he says. "The engine hatch comes off
with three pins—there's no nuts or bolts,
s0 if you're a gearhead, and you don't
want i, just take out the pins and walk
away with it.”

The 32-foot sports aircraft ignition, teth-
ers, starters and starter switches, gas
tanks, fills and fuel cap. Weather-resis-
tant ard waterproof connections are seen
throughout the boat, so all of the boat's
switches are sealed in it—a nice touch,
The modular cuddy features a plush inte-
rior, inlaid mirrors and a full head. Fea-
turing a paint job by the phenomenal
Mitcher T, the boat is simply drop-dead
gorgeous from every angle.

We have tapped into the awesome effi-
ciency of Sunsation's hull design on many
occasions. but there is no stopping the
Sunsation boys in their determined march
for optimum dial-in; this was one of the
best af our numearous, highly enjoyabla
turns in the Sunsation seat. Feeding the
throttle, our drivers lost sight of the hori-
zon for two to three saconds before the
hoat rolled over on plane. The hoat finds
plane almost immediately, however, and
then it's nathing but low, level and lovely.
Once on plane, the Innovator's bottom per-
torms aven better than the Dominator's
did; the new boat continuously rides flat.
This Innovator does reguire & bit of fim to
make it perform and get to the high num-
bers, and while the bottom isn't guite as
torgiving of a ride as the Dominator's, that
will no doubt be finessed by the time this
review is publizhed, as Wayne Schalden-
brand is continuing 1o tweak the angle of the
strakes. We detected no porpoise in the
hull, although we noticed that it was possible
to deliberately create a rocking condition by
maoving to the full trim position. Typical of
Sunsation's stable, the boat tracked well
in the standard left- and right-hand turns.
The ride is dry and secure, and acceleration
was very good as well—of the seven boats
tested in Miami, Sunsation's was the sec-
ond-quickest out of the hole, reaching 60
mph in a respectable 20.74 seconds. Top
speed was 87.9 mph in windless and flat-
water conditions, the second-fastest boat
tested in Miami. Our drivers reported bet-
ter-than-average handling capabilities.

DRIVER BUZZ

Driver 1: “When you actually raise the
dash to get in and then set it back down,
the floor's footrests will go right back down
to where you had them, just ike car seats
when you get in and out. It's just unbeliev-
able. The boat has everyihing that you could
want. The gelcoating on the outside is per-
fect. Mitch did a perfect job at custom pair-

of depth, very typical of all Sunsati
Driver 2: "This ks a phe =k

the industry has an:.rﬂ'lmg II .
Sunsation boys are comme
their technology. The mirro
accessibility to know what's
back of your craft. It's really a plus
seen anybody in the indust

ten years that has come out the kind of
technology of this boat. They arg the trend-
setters. They have stepped up to a level
that the big manufacturers, the

guys, haven't even dreamed
yet. It's incredible see a sma
with the limited funds and res
they have do this type of inngyati
that they've done in the 32,
mn. Thls mﬂ“" m NeCALSe

wmhﬁaasmm&irl:lu
hazn't seen is there. They're
everyone else Is 1980."
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