2005 Performance Tests: Sunsation
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32' Mid-Gabin
Sunsation followed up last year's
world-beating small-block 32'
mid-cabin with an equally
spectacular HP500 version,

which packed another 20 mph
into the equation.
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ats off to Sunsation
Powerboats, and the
Schakdenbrand broth-

ers, who created it and nurtured
it to its sophisticated, present
day form: the Michigan-basad
rough-walsr ves buikder has
succesded against the tallest
imaginable odde that ars the
reality of a backyard-baszad,
enthusisst-driven bid o become
a major nams in high peror-
mance sport boats.

Ok, 8o ot a major nams—
the West Coast is just begin-
ring to taste the Sunsation se=n-
gation, and 2005 will be
considerad a wery good year
inde=d if production reaches a
hundred units. Longeviy i one
thirg—Sunsation buit their first
back in 1282—but sustained
excallence is another, and every
one we drive sssms to bs even
bettarthan the last.

Fusled by an intimacy with
the water and litked by famiy-
wide passion for excellence,
Sunsation bukds a 28" and a 22
that utilize & proportionate ver-
sion ol the =ame hypersficient
step-ves, Both are supserior big-
lake and oifshore sport boats.

Lasttime we commandesred
ons of Sunsation’s 328 was
barsly a year ago. We spent
an astonishing part of an hour
k=hind the whesl of the thing,
whizch Sursation had nigged out
with a ==t of entry-level, 6.2-
itreBravce. Taken individually,
their 320 horsepowers aran't
wiorhy of serious consideration
on any resal performance apeli-
cation much beyond 21' or 20,
but working in tandem, they
mads the boat ride keenly
memarable for our staff,

Mot only did the twin-6.2
mickzabin cruiser come alive
under their spell under such
pound-sfficient power, but you
hawve 1o kowe the maintenance-
friendly, turnkey nature of
lenz'z entry-kee sport engine.
But here's the kicksr: it mor-
phed into an accelaration-
prone slesper-slayer that
dusted evanthing in its prover-
Lial liquid path, al the way 1o its
low-glz-mph peak. It was
quicker betw=en the buoys
than 32 of 35 boats tested, a
shocking thing even to the
builder, and a hell of a bang

for the buck {about £4.39 000

While we can't imagine a
miore cost-affective path to bet-
ter-than-respectable parfor-
mance n a bigtoat mods, this
frebmand was not without ks lim-
tations. They boiled down toa
couple of words: cubic inches.

On Board

This time arcund, Sunsation
presentsd a dissenling perspec-
tive, escalating the armament
on this showaft 32' 1o twin
HFEO0EFIs. Thair combined
thou=and horsepower buik 35%
more power fand 600 or 2o
miore pounds) inko this boat than
the &.2 wersion. But the mast
significant factor in the sups-
nior eccekration of the & 25 was
the ability to prop them with
23s—aqiving them a much
harder, quicker bite, and
expanding the rev limiter 1o
accommodate the resuting rpm.

The HF version definitely
had the desired effect on the
kig end, catapulting us inko the
mid-20s.

More perfommancs specifics
b=low, but first a few gensml
rotations:

“The hellacious accakmtion
wesnt al a matter of sstup. The
HP bcat was also a screamer.
The small-block boat was
shghily quicker from 0-20 and 0-
A4, but the cubic inches kicked
n with the HP boat, and by 50
mph, it was significanty quicksr
io get there by 2.5 secondsz).

‘RFM and speed wears
almest identical to 3,200 rpm,
when the HPs grew legs. At
4,000 rpm, the 6.28 ran 60
mph, the 500s 66 mph.

The HPEOO= hit like a ham-
mer with their last thousand
mem, picking up an incredible
25 miles an hour beterssn 4,000
and 5,150 rpm, 1o 84.5 mph.

Althaugh the vehicle that
emarged from the bulk-up was
an entirely diffsrent boat, the
personality modification was
not so deeply rooted that it
cwershadowed the personal-
ity of the 6 2 roadster.

We found no objection, for
example, to the ability to lewel
out at batter than 25 miles an
howr, 1o the cool, 2mocth note
siruck by the 500=. Mor cid any
of our staft recoil at a power
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Not only did the twin-b6.2

mid-cabin cruiser come alive

under their spell under such
pound-efficient power, but
you have to love the
maintenance-friendly,
turnkey nature of Merc’s
entry-level sport engine.

0

Testcondldons: Kodsrats to Wery r-:nugn
Cenverling: 30E"
Eeam: 96°
Bothom: SEp ves
Dirlve train: Twin HPSI0EF!Erave XA
HP at prop: 1,000 tofal
Crverall w elght: 6,500 |bs,
Base price: $122,360
Slandard Rawnes: Twin MenZrulssr
B 2MPIs, Imco hydraullc steanng, snepdn
carpat, Livarsl Monster gauges, pump-ou
heed, compass, Micher T graphics, In-
Noor codlers, sRinkess deats, SII'I:" cD
syshern, dual tehs, Fydraullc sun hatch,
locking cabin door, bow hatch, 12 recep-
tacke, cabin lightieg, cockpit cover, bow
cup halders, bow lights, open-bow cabin
daor, pop-up cleats, restwater tank.
Ciptlons on st boat: HPS00 EFls
(353,340, McLecd power bokskers

885}, uparadsd Micher T graphics
(3:3,850), Kiekhaster K-planes (52,5200,
Mercury |eb-Irished props (31, 785),
mchanical abanm ndicators (31 ,068),
muer tips (31 ,065), Livorsl conrols
[31,085), deck cuehions (31,085, logo rsar
hialch (£845), painted dash panels (3540,
beow cver (37 70), bow galges (3700,
sWIM lackder (3665), GPS specdo (3631),
daplh sounder (3529), power nay light
[3525), auls Halon ($457), bow Mlier cush-
lon ($468), ditve showers [$424), calor
mrab handles (§384), Tender cleats (3280),
remate controls (F224), bow eye (3106)
Prlce as teskd; 3207 738
Top speed, radar: 84 .5 ITIF"I
Manl. s pead In best conds.: 90 ITIFh
0-30: 7.65 seConds
0-40: 9.04 Beconds
0-50: 10.74 saconds
0-60: 12,69 saconds
0-70: 16.75 saconds
Sunsatlon Powerboats
DEBE Kretz Or.
Algonac, Ml 43001
(810 794-4858
Fenc (810 794-4624
gLnsatonbcaks com
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train that was considerably more complex,
and evolvad, than the 6.25, which koked
posilively shektal by comparizson.

The base Sunsation is thoroughly
equipped and battle-ready. Full IMCO
hydrauliz stesring is standard, and top-
and components are the rulke, including
Livorsi Monster gauges and compass.
Base interior features include stainlass
railing, glove box, 2nap-in carpst, bolster
s=ali g, power hatch, and 1 2-volt recep-
tacke. The cockpit i it with snap-in carpst,
and has integrated Hoor storage and lange
cookemns, Cockpit, cabin, and bow hatches
are standard.

The most iz made of the available spacs
below, ard you won't find many cabins
in this sizs class that are as accommo-
dating or as stylish. Standards include
lighting, freshwater sink, clever integrated
storage, and a locking door.

Priced at just under $208 000, mors
than a quarer of which is representsd in
the upgrade charge from the .22 to the
HP&00s (363,240 specilically], the HPEOD
cuddy wes fotfied with an amy of options.
Sursation uses Kiekhasfer K-planes exclu-
sivaly, on every boat—it's a "cost option”
that eveny custorner must take, at £3 600
Mulfler tips |, IMCO drive showsrs, and an
auts Hakon system were also added to
the slcck configuration. Lab-finished Mer-
cury 30" four-bladses propellad us.

The power boon aside, this Sunzation
wasz yet another reminder of this com-
pany's consistency in every aspect of the
construction process. The tit and finizh
aof the fiberglass, the techniques usedin
weaving the components togsther, and
the detail work in making the package
water created the right foundation for seri-
ous high performance play, and Sunsa-
tion's execution was again beyond
reproach on evary level.

The =atisfying diwve begins wih a stout,
wedl-built hul, and growes cutward. Mitcher
T graphics were, as usually, b=autitully

done, and they came alive in the lines.

Power Moleod bolstar s=ating iz of the
defining traits of this stylish, comforalkle
cudchy, which utilizes a full fieerglass liner.
MelLeod s power seats, beautifully fin-
izhad and mekded to the boat ke a factory
feature, werns enduisits, &= always—Iiks the
tabs, they' re “optional,” but not realy—
buy a Suns=ation, and you buy the seats.
fou woukdn't want anything less amway.

The detining features of the layoul are its
nic=, desp cockpi (and kots of fresboard),
a giant-sized mid-cabkin with a smallizh
entry step, and a bow s=ating section that
iz spacious enough for two large aduls
and possibly a child ortano. Thars iz also
a nize, lArge walk-though arsa.

Cine of our performance team found a
fewr minor Ezues in positioning, that didn't
surface until we found soms butt-battering
water. In a standing position, the throltl
levars wers a lits tight to the body, making
operation somewhat uncomfortable, Alzo,
the location of the power seat switch, to
the driver's right, is less than deal—in rough
water, adjusting the seat meant ramoving
one's hard from the throttles for a skash
longer, and the boat reacted . Putting them
to the left would mean kbcating them on
the walkway, and rizking inachertant contact,
bt cur driver preferred this lesser avil.

Gauges are distribuled upon a largs,
wraparcund pansl | with primary dials front
and center. All are sasy to view, even
thoss displaced to the port side, and s0 ars
the indicators—nothing is obstructed.
There are step-ups mokded into the port
side dash, enabling sasy acceszs 1o the
forerard part of the boat. There's a neat li-
tle rearview mirror, a feature we aver-
looked until ur boat losd of staff hit ough
water. We were able to monitor our pas-
s=ngars’ reacton to the rids without swivel-
irg. There were no wind deflecios, and we
picksd up the expectad rush.

Cplional Livorsi controls (54 ,085) and
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SUNSATION
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GPS (8581) communicated effectively
and stylishly, Sunsation tacked on ancther
5863 for bezek, on a painted dash pansl
that ran #2340, Optional ecuipment ncluded
grab hancles, stereo remots, bow gauges,
and =tainless, drop-down ladder.

The Sunzation excalled in every arsa of
our tesls that called for subjeclive feed-
back. Sur team lauded this boat's wiring
irstallation, placsment and cormibort of cor
trals and switches, quality and finish of

it hardware installation , and cverall s2at-
ing comfort. Hand holds are located
throughout the cockyit.

Performance

The 22 Domirator i fully juiced, below
the water line. The Schaldenbrands, hard-
core boaters all, created their running
platform based on nesds they recognized
and pricritiss they embrced as spesd-
craved motorspors enthusiasts. Unwa-
werng handling at high speed i= the dom-
inant gene of their design, and thers ars
lote of complimentary cohabitants.
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It's easy to mansuver the 32" in tight
quarters, and four-wey visibility is full-on in
a standing position. It parks easily, and
inwitss smecth opsration with a ssnsble
design in its command center, Give it the
go, ard Sunsation’s growing reputation
az onge of the quickest hulls in captivity
kicks in immediately. Cur boat planed
instantansousty, climking on top without
hesitation. The boat maintained itz out-
standing responzs, and the HPEDs were
vordrously matches, 't just lays out r=al
nice, andthen goes,” a test driver wrate.
The ride iz easily tuned via trim, but rides
nicaly at just about any angle. Work the
trim, and the hull will slevate, but it's
damned near impossiole to get it to rock.

The ride remains on the sen=ational
side as you gear the boat into the
midrange. It hes a neat, light, and commu-
nicative feel, yidds excellent viskility, and
carries vary well under varying water con-
ditions. Wheal it around, and it responds
in either direction with gmce.

All of this makes the Sunsation a well-
thought choize if your boating takes you
onto large or largely populated locales,
and you're almost certain to see mons of a
profiferation on big West Coast lakes like
Havasu and Mead (the 28' may be sizsd
better for Havasu's crowds and such, and
offers wery comparable rough-water pluck.)

We captained the Sursation for the bet-
ter part of the Performance Productions
East Coast pokesr run, giving us a great
ocpportunity to check t out while under the
fulty urscripted influence of the elements.
Curreactions held up along the way.

‘We also found ourselves in some truly
brutal watar during our test. With just a dri-
var and copassenger, we were able to
b=ar down, find a driving rhythm, and g=t
through it without much problem. Carmy-
ing rear passsngers, however—espscialy
inexpanancad boatsrz—was ancther story.
In the nastiest of the water, we evantually
skowed cur pace (after rsading abjest har-
ror in the aforementionsd rearview mirmor);
that ciminizhed the sfliciency of the rids, but
made the leg bearable to our aft beings.

The Bottom Line

Sunzation mests the many challenges
of big-toat perormance wih a fast, rock-
solid fourdation, tempsred with greal engi-
ne=ring, ard a full zatumtion of quality,
kath in component and execution. This
hull iz a bonafide hot-rod, an accelera-
tion monster with great driving mannsrs,
and looks to match. Despile a price
increase (5115480 last years test, this
year $122 360) over last year, the 22"
remaing a five-glar valus in the contest
of the performances boating industry—
aven when you factorin the costs of truck-
ing one to the Weast Coast. [



